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Our free society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Much of the daily press, news weeklies and radio cater to the material and sensational, 
yielding to the many pressures that play upon narrow provincialism and national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic 
practice and a rational defense system. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the lay mind which would maintain its dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, which provide a greater insight into the crucial 
issues of the day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and communism 





and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


Good intentions are often thwarted 
simply by the problem of how to 
“get in touch” with the national or 
international organization along the 
line of one’s special interest. In 
short, what is the address? 

Here are ways to find out: (1) The 
World Almanac (published by the 
N.Y. World-Telegram & Sun, 125 
Barclay St., N.Y. 15, N.Y.) is a val- 
uable source of current information, 
including addresses of many organ- 
izations. It costs $1.35, should be 
purchased annually for up-to-date 
facts. At many news stands or can 
be ordered from address above; or 
consult it at your library. (2) Who’s 
Who in America, current edition, 
has addresses of most individuals in 
key posts. Consult this volume at 
your library. (3) The N.Y. Times 
Index and files, also available in 
large libraries, provide clues that 
will lead you to many organizations. 
(4) The Periodical Index in your 
library will help locate magazine 
articles on specific subjects. 

We list below addresses that BTL 
readers often request: 

About volunteer work camps 
(week-end or longer) for students 
and adults, in this country or abroad, 
write: the American Friends Service 
Committee, 20 So. 12th St., Phila. 
Pa.; or the United Student Christian 
Council, 257 Fourth Ave., N.Y.C.; 
or write the headquarters of your 
denomination. The address of the 
Heifer Project Inc. is New Windsor, 
Maryland. (This is an interfaith re- 
lief and rehabilitation organization 
that sends contributed livestock and 
poultry to war-ruined and agricul- 
turally underdeveloped countries.) 

Information about establishing lo- 
cal branches of two effective inter- 
national organizations may be ob- 
tained from: the American Associ- 
ation for the United Nations, 345 
East 46th St., N.Y.C.: the Women’s 
International League for Peace and 
Freedom, 2006 Walnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 








X-Ray and Forecast 


HE ATOMIC TESTS MAY STOP? While the April Pacific bomb 

tests are pending, it is known that President Eisenhower is reconsider- 
ing the U. S. atomic test policy. A decision reversing this policy may come 
before this is read, unless the extremist wing of the Pentagon and the sci- 
entists associated with atomic weaponry rally heavy support to keep the 
tests going. (But an increasing number of military men are following the 
lead of Generals MacArthur, Omar Bradley and others who feel atomic 
warfare has become self-defeating and insane.) 

THE MOUNTING PRESSURE OF WORLD OPINION against 
the tests forced this White House reappraisal. The U. S. diplomatic posi- 
tion has been severely undermined in England (where anti-missile, anti-test 
sentiments have risen to a tumult), in Japan and elsewhere among our allies. 
The political leaders in these areas may be cooperative with the U. S. pol- 
icy but their people are becoming greatly disturbed, which frightens the 
politicians. Most U. S. press dispatches continue to ignore or play down 
these reports. 

THE NEW SOVIET TESTS in March did not ease these sentiments 
because the Russians cleverly offered to cancel their tests in the widely pub- 
licized Bulganin letters. Unfortunately, Washington officials lacked the wit 
to counter this adroit tactic except by monotonous counter-charges of 
“propaganda.” And that isn’t good — as the White House team now real- 
izes. Besides, the world is acutely conscious that the U. S. has admittedly 
made about three times as many tests as the Russians, so the question is 
raised, “Why can’t the U. S. take the initiative for peace?” 

PRESSURE ON THE WHITE HOUSE also arises from the in- 
creasing awareness in the public mind of the evasiveness, bordering on 
downright deception, with which the Atomic Energy Commission and its 
military-science associates have dealt with the dangers of radiation. Official 
statements have emphasized that there is no danger worthy of regard, that 
the hazard of exposure from atom explosions is only a tiny fraction of the 
harmful radiation from natural sources. The views of Dr. Edward Teller, 
hydrogen bomb expert and apologist for the political and military extrem- 
ists, have been thoroughly repudiated by the men who are the only ones 
qualified to speak — the geneticists and the radiologists associated with ge- 
netics and biology. Yet Life Magazine, the U. S. News and other publica- 
tions, which have played up Teller’s opinions, ignore the full unprejudiced 
scientific treatment of this problem as presented, for instance, in the Janu- 
ary issue of The Bulletin of The Atomic Scientists. There, in several de- 
tailed reports by a group of the most eminent scholars in these specialized 
fields, you get the full authentic story. (If any doubts remain, and you feel 
this Newsletter has overemphasized this situation through past months, do 
yourself the justice of going to your public library and studying The Bul- 
letin for January.) 

THE RADIATION FROM BOMB TESTS is but a tiny fraction of 
the radiation to which we are exposed from natural causes — cosmic rays, 
etc. Yet the bomb tests are adding a measurable quantity to the total, and 
it is now positively known that all radiation is bad, whether from man- 
made or natural sources. States The Bulletin (p. 22), “Geneticists agree that 
any amount of radiation is a genetic risk. Therefore fall-out is doing some 
harm to future generations. This harm, if present rates of exposure con- 
tinue, will be extremely small relative to the other hazards we face. At 


the same time, since the number of persons exposed is large (in terms of 
(continued on NEXT page) 








The Editor’s New Book 


Comments were invited from 
those who received the first 
copies of Journey Into Light, 
Charles A. Wells’ new book, 
which is just off the presses. 

From an educator: “This pic- 
ture of Christian truth, as we en- 
ter the nuclear age, has put a 
strong wall of faith and hope at 
my back as I face the fears or 
cynicism of youth today. I even 
wish you had carried that closing 
parable further.” 

From a _ businessman: “I’ve 
been in despair over the church 
and its failure to meet the facts 
of our day. Thanks for giving us 
something that reveals again the 
living church. This book will be 
a life-saver for laymen who are 
discouraged.” 

From a clergyman: “Some pas- 
sages sting. You'll be severely 
criticized for parts of it — al- 
though any refutation would 
have to be on a minor scale. The 
parables are superb — prophetic. 
It’s a storehouse of sermon 
ideas.” 

From a housewife and moth- 
er: “At first I thought that per- 
haps this book had been written 
too soon. Then I looked at my 
growing sons and realized that, 
had it not been written now, it 
might be too late.” 


Have you ordered your copy 
yet? Journey Into Light is a 
study of the long search for truth 
in a world darkened by dogma, 
and an examination of First Cen- 
tury Christianity as the only solu- 
tion for the moral dilemmas of 
the nuclear age. This handsome 
hard-cover book, with illustra- 
tions by the author, was designed 
by one of America’s most fa- 
mous book publishers. Priced at 
$2.50 postpaid. Order from Be- 
tween The Lines Press, Box 269, 
Demarest, N. J. 











Stalemate 

While we wish to give all encour- 
agement to those working for dis- 
armament, we must report that 
there’s no break in the stalemate in 
sight. And the disarmament dead- 
lock has become inseparable from 
the diplomatic stalemate. Briefly, 
this situation continues because: 

(1) In disarmament, the U. S. so 
far will not agree to stop the A- 
bomb tests unless Russia also agrees 
to stop producing atomic weapons 
materials; the U. S. will not accept 
a reduction in atomic weapons or 
missiles without controls backed by 
air and ground inspection. The 
Kremlin, while propagandizing for 
a cessation of tests, will not agree 
to stop the production of atomic 
war materials since they know that 
the U. S. has at least three times 
the atomic stockpile already on 
hand as has the Soviet. And Mos- 
cow will not permit inspection of 
Soviet areas, for such scrutiny 
would expose all the details of their 
police rule and slave labor system, 
both of which, authoritative observ- 
ers believe, have been reduced by 
50 percent or more since the death 
of Stalin but are still extensive. 

(2) In diplomacy, the U. S. de- 
mands that German unity and the 
status of the East European satellites 
be the grounds for reapproachment 
—and this the Kremlin will not 
countenance. Moscow demands that 
the U. S. ring of bombing bases 
around Russia be a primary consid- 
eration — and this Washington will 
not consider. 

On both sides, there is obviously 
considerable insincerity and jockey- 
ing for position. But, as observed in 
our X-Ray and Forecast, all this is 
now being reconsidered by the White 
House. Perhaps the cry of humanity 
for peace —on both sides of the 
Iron Curtain — will gain ascenden- 
cy over military expediency, tac- 
tics and diplomacy. . 


Fallible Judgment 


The Pentagon will shortly release 
publicity to quiet public concern 
over the precarious nature of our 
far-flung warning system which 
could unleash instantaneous atomic 
war. You will be told that every- 
where the President works, sleeps, 
travels or vacations, he is always in 
close touch with powerful jam-proof 
shortwave equipment that keeps him 
in contact with the commanders of 
America’s distant defense outposts 
which watch the Soviet frontiers for 
planes and missiles. Even when he is 
golfing in Georgia, a jeep follows 
nearby with these shortwave sets. 
The system is constantly being 
tested. 

This communication and warning 
system sounds reassuring, but it of- 
fers no solution for inaccurate radar 


readings when a meteor or meteors 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


the total population of the earth — Ed.), we can be sure that a large num- 
ber of persons yet to be born — tens or hundreds of thousands or more — 
will die, or be deformed, or diseased, or otherwise impaired as a result of 
bomb testing.” (Quoting Dr. J. F. Crow, professor of Genetics at the Univ. 
of Wisconsin, member of the committee on genetic effects of radiation of 
the National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council.) 
Whether the tests are stopped or not, the realization grows that 
man must be considered above tactics, politics, diplomacy—even patriotism. 


HE ERUPTION OF CIVIL-RELIGIOUS STRIFE IN ITALY has 
registered tremors on political seismographs all over the world be- 
cause the Roman Catholic Church has such extensive political and eco- 
nomic roots. The American press covered the facts of the trial of the 
Bishop of Prato well but tactfully, as a rule skipping all mention of the 
worldwide reverberations. When the Italian civil court fined the Bishop of 
Prato 40,000 lira and costs for criminal defamation after he had denounced 
a legal marriage outside the church as sinful and “concubinage,” Italy went 
into an uproar. When the court ignored the Vatican protests that bishops 
are not subject to civil law, the whole world took notice. This is an old 
church dogma; what about bishops and American law? 
REVEALING EVENTS FOLLOWED: Several leading bishops in 
Italy publicly plead with the Italian laity to combat widespread anti-clerical- 
ism — the first time the church had conceded that the problem existed. 
(N. Y. Times, March 4.) In England a hostile crowd threw stones and rub- 
bish at a Catholic archbishop and the London press recorded other expres- 
sions of public resentment in early March. In Catholic Austria the hier- 
archy and Austrian state officials urged moderation in church-state disputes, 
revealing unpublicized tensions there. (N. Y. Herald-Tribune. March 6.) 
It was especially noteworthy that the Italian court which fined the 
Bishop of Prato has received the support of the Italian public. While the 
Italian press expressed regrets over the incident, almost none censured the 
court. This attitude of the Italian press reflects the support given the court 
by the Italian state, which is ruled by the Christian Democrat party hereto- 
fore known as the Catholic or Church party. Moreover, the Vatican news- 
paper, L’Osservatore, announced that not only was the couple who brought 
the suit against the Bishop excommunicated but that canon law (canon 
2334) decreed that “anyone who directly or indirectly prevents the exercise 
of ecclesiastical jurisdiction is also subject to excommunication latae sen- 
tentiae.” And, said L’Osservatore, this applies to all officials and members 
of the court. Again — the church’s jurisdiction is superior to all civil jur- 
isdiction! But unlike the Italy of the past, the curse of excommunication is 
being ignored, even ridiculed—a situation the church has never faced before. 


THE BISHOP’S TRIAL exposed the extensive inroads which the 
Communists have made in Catholic Italy, France and Latin America. The 
Communist vote in both Italy (the home of the Vatican) and France, is the 
largest outside the Iron Curtain, facts which the church desperately tries to 
soft-pedal, holding itself to be “the great bulwark against communism.” In 
Italy’s past election, 37.8 per cent of the voters, almost all of whom are 
nominally Catholic, voted for the Communist party alignment. In France, 
27.6 per cent did the same. New Italian elections will be held this May, and 
the results will have great import. The previous strength of the Communists 
at the polls was called a protest vote. 

WHAT WERE THEY PROTESTING? Leading authorities on 
church and state problems generally list the grievances as follows: that the 
rich of both France and Italy (who are all high church families, theirs sons 
in the hierarchy) are notorious tax dodgers, thus the tax burden falls largely 
on the poor. The church itself holds vast properties that are tax free and 
often income-producing. Especially in Italy the church holds immense 
tracts of the best farm lands and is charged with responsibility for the fail- 
ure of a large part of the desperately needed postwar land reforms. Com- 
paring the Russia of only a generation ago which was the most primitive 
country in Europe and the Russia of today which is soaring ahead in edu- 
cation and science, many express resentment against the church for the 
high percentage of illiteracy that still exists in traditionally Catholic coun- 
tries and the poor quality of Catholic education. 

AMERICAN TRADITIONS OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM have 
greatly tempered the exercise of Catholic dogma in this country. Devout 
but enlightened Catholic laymen are the first to protest when a U. S. priest 
labels a marriage between a Catholic and a non-Catholic, solemnized with- 
out conformity to tie church’s dogma, as “living in sin.” There have been 
many expressions of indignation in U. S. Catholic lay circles over the case 
of the Bishop of Prato. (The U. S. Army forces in Spain. however, made 
an agreement with the Church in Spain which prohibits a GI from marry- 
ing a senorita without the consent of her bishop and unless the ceremony 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Fallible Judgment 
(continued) 

streak across the sky or when some 
of our own planes get off course 
and, through mishap or failure of 
equipment, are unable to respond to 
requests for identification. Such an 
incident could touch off dangerous 
pandemonium. Or what about the 
possibility of a flyer or two thought- 
lessly perpetrating a gag, an experi- 
ence familiar on every air base; or 
an atomic missile accidentally fall- 
ing out of one of our planes upon 
a U. S. base? 


Any of these incidents would cre- 
ate confused and frightening condi- 
tions requiring action in a matter 
of seconds, throwing the lives of 
hundreds of millions upon the mer- 
cy of error-prone human judgments. 
This is to say nothing of inaccurate 
and false reports about events be- 
hind the Iron Curtain from our own 
military intelligence. And error, de- 
ception and the doublecross by spies 
and counter-spies profusely mar the 
records of all military intelligence, 
including our own. The incidence of 
drinking that impairs judgment and 
distorts perception is a constant 
problem in all defense establish- 
ments. This was one basic element 
in the gross failure of our defenses 
at Pearl Harbor. No amount of pub- 
licity from the Pentagon can explain 
away the requirements made of man 
by the possession of the instruments 
of instantaneous atomic war. 


Education vs. Militarism 


The press has touched lightly on 
the incalculable damage done to 
American education by Pres. Eisen- 
hower’s sputnik-inspired curtailment 
of the Federal plans for aid to edu- 
cation. While acknowledging that 
America’s loss in world scientific 
leadership is largely due to a lag in 
U. S. education, the Administration 
proceeds to divert public funds that 
had been earmarked for aid to edu- 
cation into another orgy of military 
spending —- yet takes no positive 
steps to curb the enormous waste 
that admittedly accompanies each 
annual military outlay. 


The first loss to education in this 
perversion of tax money is the total 
elimination of the $1,300,000,000 
school construction bill which was 
to have been the beginning of a 
larger program. This money had 
been planned for the expansion of 
school facilities that are so desper- 
ately needed in thousands of com- 
munities. Educational authorities, 
both regional and national, with a 
united voice warned that the Presi- 
dent’s reduced four-year, one billion 
dollar program is not remotely ade- 
quate to meet the present needs. 
Conservative educational leaders es- 
timate that the President’s budget 
will cover but 20 per cent of the 
outstanding needs for increased 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Education vs. Militarism 
(continued) 

school buildings, laboratory equip- 
ment, etc. Most inappropriate of all, 
the proposed cutback includes the 
heavy slashing of Federal aid to the 
schools whose enrollments are dis- 
astrously swollen because of nearby 
Federal installations. Even Congress 
worries over this, for the withdraw- 
al of these funds can result in ex- 
plosions that may unseat some 
Congressmen. 

The school construction bill was 
defeated in the last Congress (by a 
vote of 208 to 203) because of the 
battle over segregation. Neither 
Congress nor the President seems to 
have any desire to face this contro- 
versy again, thereby allowing preju- 
dice and military expediency to 
come before the education of Amer- 
ican youth — even at a time when 
the events of the day cry out for 
stronger education. 

The claim that we must choose 
between defense and education is 
false. The flood of evidence about 
the billions squandered in military 
spending reveals that legitimate de- 
fense need not suffer to provide the 
funds needed for education. The 
political and economic influence of 
those who profit by the military ex- 
penditures is simply greater in our 
official life than the obligation our 
Officials feel towards the nation’s 
children. Try as we may, it is hard 
to find any other explanation. 





U. S. WORKER EDUCATION: 
A U. S. Census Bureau reports that 
the American worker is better edu- 
cated today than ever before with 
the trend continuing upward. A sur- 
vey taken last March reveals that 
the average worker has completed 
11.8 years of schooling, equal to 
high school education. In 1952, the 
average was 11.2 years. In 1948, it 
was 10.6 and in 1940 it was 9.3. 
The recent survey shows that 18 
per cent had completed at least one 
year of college and more than 9 per 
cent were college graduates. In 1940, 
13.4 per cent of the workers had 
some college training and only 6.4 
per cent had graduated. For the 
purposes of the survey, a worker is 
defined as anyone who has no pro- 
fessional standing and applies for 
general employment. The post-war 
gain has been greater among men 
than women although the educa- 
tional level of women workers still 
is higher. The average woman work- 
er has completed 12.1 years of 
school and the average male worker 
has completed 11.3 vears. There is 
a direct connection between educa- 
tion and employment; the unem- 
ployment rate for those with the 
least education is about eight per 
cent while for college graduates it 
is only one per cent. 

It would appear that the need in 
American education is not for more 
quantity but for higher quality. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


conforms to church dogma; in other words, Protestant marriages are 
banned even if conducted by a U. S. Army chaplain under the U. S. flag!) 
But, as pointed out by the Catholic laymen who counsel this Newsletter in 
handling such materials, the problem of marriage versus dogma is impor- 
tant chiefly because it leads to greater issues. American Catholic laymen 
are facing up to such issues because they believe their church can reach her 
greatest fulfillment under traditions of American freedom. (See “A Catholic 
Speaks His Mind” by Thomas Sugrue, Harpers ’52; “Report From Spain” 
by Emmet J. Hughes, Holt *47.) 

Non-Catholics must realize that Catholic laymen may become “anti- 
clerical,” questioning many practices and even dogmas of the clergy and 
hierarchy (for dogmas may later be de-emphasized) — and still remain 
deeply loyal to the “Church Eternal.” It should be recalled that consider- 
able areas of the Catholic Church have broken with Rome: first, the great 
Eastern Catholic Church broke with the Vatican more than 900 years ago; 
the Polish National Catholic Church, 300 years ago — with other schisms 
since. These are facts of history. 

THE REAL QUESTION centers on the awakening being forced 
on the remnants of feudalism which are still strongly entrenched in the 
Vatican. These elements refuse to recognize the great revolution of this 
century, which was stirred from the beginning by the teachings of Christ on 
the supremacy of human values above all the other treasures of men — 
above money, power, position, tradition, even man-made religious tradi- 
tions that have crystalized into dogma. For the uncomfortable but plain 
truth is that few dogmas of ritualistic Christianity find authorization in the 
teachings of Jesus and some are contrary to all that Jesus taught — not a 
few of these practices having been borrowed directly from pagan religions. 
(For a fuller discussion of this question, with documentation, see Chapters 
V and VI in Journey Into Light by this editor.) 

« HISTORIANS PLACE MUCH RESPONSIBILITY on the super- 
stition-and-dogma-ridden Russian Orthodox Church for the conditions that 
brought communism into Russia. Yet the Vatican has refused to acknowl- 
edge the warning in the fact that, while all of Catholic Eastern Europe has 


gone Communist, no Protestant country has fallen to Marxism; even those‘ 


closely bound to Russia by geography, trade and history — Finland and 
Sweden — have remained sternly anti-Communist. (In the last Swedish and 
Finnish elections about 3 per cent voted Red in contrast to Italy’s nearly 
38 per cent and France’s 28 per cent. And in Catholic Spain, Franco con- 
tinually complains of the threat of the powerful Communist underground, 
and in Mexico, Guatemala and other areas of Catholic Latin-America, the 
prevalence of strong Communist forces is common knowledge). 


THE WHOLE CONFLICT between power, tradition, privilege and 


human values is thrown under a glaring light when a lawful marriage is | 


condemned as “concubinage”’ and the innocent offspring are branded in ad- 
vance as “illegitimate” from a gold encrusted pulpit standing next door to 
the ornate palace of a bishop in a city noted for handmade lace and pover- 
ty. The fact that, in this instance, the groom was a repentant Communist 
who continues to rebel against the tyranny of dogma — and the tearful 
bride a devout Catholic — only adds more candlepower to the light. God 
is driving us back to that revelation seen so clearly by the first century 
Christians that all things and all values find their full and final measure- 


ments in man. | 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Precedence 

The U. S. District Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans dealt 
three legal blows to all Southern 
state and city officials who would 
enforce racial segregation in schools, 
colleges and public parks. In sep- 
arate decisions dealing with suits 
brought by Negro citizens of Louisi- 
ana, the U. S. court: (1) Upheld for 
the second time a lower court deci- 
sion ordering New Orleans to de- 
segregate its public schools “with all 
deliberate speed” although no defi- 
nite time for the action was set — 
still leaving leaway for a temperate 
approach to the problem, provided 
efforts are sincerely made to obey 
the law. (2) Turned down an appeal 
of Louisiana State Board of Educa- 
tion, asking that they might bar 
Negro students from _ entering 
L. S. U. and other state educational 
institutions. (3) Confirmed a deci- 
sion in the lower courts that forbids 
the New Orleans City Park Com- 
mission to enforce segregation in 
the public playgrounds and parks 
of the city. 

Each such decision by a Federal 
court increases the weight of prece- 
dence which courts in other South- 
ern states will find impossible to 
circumvent or resist. 





GOODWILL IN TEXAS: Pleas- 
anton, Texas, is in the “deep South” 
of Texas, south of San Antonio. 
While the Texas Legislature has 
ruled integration illegal without a 
referendum, the people of Pleasan- 
ton agreed that the community 
should lead the way, and did so by 
common consent and without a ref- 
erendum. The Superintendent of 
Schools and teachers, together with 
delegations of white students, met 
36 Negro pupils at the doorway of 
the schools on the first day of in- 
tegration and introduced them to the 
school facilities and to the classes. 
The city officials and educators re- 
port with pride that they have 
shown that what must be done can 
be done with Christian goodwill. 
Careful planning by school authori- 
ties and by the community leaders 
of both races preceded the integra- 
tion. “We didn’t leave any place for 
the trouble-makers to take hold,” 
said one school board member. 


FRIENDS OF INDIA, a newly 
founded organization, was started to 
increase public interest in the im- 
portance of India and its needs to 
world peace and to the fortunes of 
America. Sen. Hubert Humphrey 
(D., Minn.), Sen. John S. Cooper 
(R., Ky., and former Ambassador 
to India) and others are leaders in 
the movement. A parallel organiza- 
tion is to be established in India, 
called Friends of America. These 
groups hope to increase cultural ex- 
changes —- students, educators, the- 
atrical troops, musicians, etc. — and 
to increase tourist trade as well. 











Khrushchev & Cocktails 

Popular reports in the American 
press present Nikita Khrushchev as 
a heavy drinker. But veteran observ- 
ers in the Western embassies in Mos- 
cow caution that these descriptions 
of the Red leader as a drunkard 
making a noisy nuisance of himself 
at cocktail parties and blundering 
through diplomatic decisions are 
dangerous myths. True, Khrushchev 
is not a taciturn oriental recluse like 
Stalin; the chubby despot is a gre- 
garious, flamboyant peasant, with all 
the hardy earthiness of the peasant. 
Beneath this, however, is much of 
the Russian peasant’s natural wit 
and shrewdness along with one of 
the most able and cunning political 
minds in modern history. Those who 
have watched him closely for years 
say that those glasses in Khrush- 
chev’s hand often contain fruit 
juice or mineral water; no one ever 
saw him down more than one or 
two cocktails—and he rarely drinks 
vodka. 

Some veteran diplomats believe 
that Khrushchev’s drinking posture 
is deliberate, to encourage others to 
drink and talk more freely. This is, 
of course, an old Russian diplomatic 
tradition — get the liquor to flowing 
freely before negotiations are start- 
ed. There was more than politics to 
the charges about the heavy drink- 
ing at the Yalta Conferences. Even 
Churchill’s memories of the wartime 
negotiations with the Reds recall 
liquor conspicuously on the agenda. 


Comrade Franco 


The U. S. is spending close to 
one billion dollars to secure U. S. 
air bases in. Spain. It is general 
knowledge in diplomatic circles, 
however, that Franco has evaded 
making any agreement to guarantee 
that these bases will be available to 
the U. S. in case of war! This mys- 
terious and treacherous relationship 
is highlighted by the report that 
Franco praised Russia profusely soon 
after the sputniks were launched. 
(P. S. Mowrer, New Leader, Lon- 
don, Nov. 3, °57.) In a_ public 
address which was broadcast to all 
of Spain, Franco took the unprece- 
dented step of drawing a parallel 
between his own regime and the So- 
viet system to demonstrate that it is 
the totalitarian governments based 
“on discipline and order” that 
achieve the greatest progress. He 
said “This achievement could only 
have happened . . . in the new Rus- 
sia . . . The achievement of such 
great exploits require political unity 
and discipline. Whether we like it 
or not, this could not have happened 
in countries which are divided, and 
without order.” Franco’s words evi- 
dently astonished the censorship de- 
partment in his own Government, 
since many hours passed before the 
speech was cleared for publication 
even to the press of Spain. 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


MULTIPLE CURRENCY FOREIGN AID PLAN is shaping up and 

deserves the support of every concerned citizen. This new move 
would circumvent the cold war and the disarmament stalemate. We have 
often pointed out that U. S. economic aid promoted in competition with 
Soviet aid, though beneficial to the recipients, perpetuates the cold war, 
while aid funneled by the great powers through the United Nations is freed 
from all political and military pressures and diminishes cold war tensions. 
Sen. Monroney (D., Okla.), Sen. Humphrey (D., Minn.) and others have 
been pushing proposals that multiple currency international funds be estab- 
lished either as a subsidiary to the World Bank and the Export-Import 
Bank (Monroney) or under the direct management of the UN Economic 
Aid program (Humphrey). 


THE PROBLEM OF THE UNDERDEVELOPED NATIONS is 
the constant struggle to achieve a small but steady growth of production 
and living standards so that the fanatics — Communists, nationalist extrem- 
ists, etc.—cannot find desperate people open to their suggestions of violent 
change. (While our press generally only headlines the Communist threat, 
there are also big and little Hitlers, Francos and Perons still with us.) In 
most instances, U. S. and U.S.S.R. economic aid, administered as part 
of the cold war, does not meet this need, for such funds are usually politi- 
cally motivated and are concentrated on grandiose plans palatable chiefly 
to the national leadership which Washington or Moscow is wooing. Such 
projects (highways where there are no cars, big power dam and waterway 
projects where there will be neither the technical skill nor technical equip- 
ment to use such advantages for years to come) do not touch the basic 
needs of the people involved. Hence the flagrant examples of the misuse 
of economic aid — which are publicized by opponents of all foreign aid, 
except when it is politically motivated or a part of military aid. 


THE EXTRAORDINARY SUCCESS of the World Bank, com- 
posed of 64 member nations and operating under the direction of the UN, 
and of the U. S.-sponsored Export-Import Bank, provides ample proof that 
a non-political aid program, completely detached from the military and 
under UN auspices, would stabilize international life and ease cold war ten- 
sions. But the World Bank and the Export-Import Bank make only dollar 
and hard-currency loans at profitable commercial banking interest rates of 
5 and 6 per cent. 


This system leaves out many underdeveloped countries. Their re- 
sources are undeveloped, their financial systems inadequate for anything 
but domestic exchange, and their experience in finance and technology lim- 
ited. Soft currencies are monies not negotiable on the open money market; 
many are not acceptable at all, others only at severe discounts. These coun- 
tries can therefore buy very little from abroad, and they cannot get dollars 
or hard currency loans. Also many of these countries have only lately 
achieved political independence, hence they are touchy about accepting aid 
from the U. S. which would politically obligate them. They are consequent- 
ly susceptible to Moscow’s offers of aid with “no strings attached.” 


A MULTIPLE CURRENCY WORLD DEVELOPMENT AGEN- 
CY would set up an international currency, goods and services exchange 
which would enable the soft-currency countries to assist each other in those 
fields wherein each hold some position of strength. Japan excels in techni- 
cal skill, as does Italy and France, and all these countries have raw mate- 
rials and products which the world needs. By careful coordination, the rela- 
tive value in services, goods and raw materials offered by each nation could 
be equated so that each might receive a fair value for whatever they had to 
exchange. Thus a self-help, pay-as-you-go economic development program 
could be inaugurated on.a scale far beyond anything now in force. The 
Communist bloc would not dare undermine or oppose such a plan. To the 
contrary, there is every reason to believe that the Communist Satellite na- 
tions and Red China, so sorely pressed by their own poverty in goods and 
technical skills, would be inevitably drawn into the plan. At the least, the 
vast uncommitted areas, consisting largely of small impoverished nations, 
would no longer be pawns in the present power struggle. 


THE CHARGE ALREADY LIFTED by ultra-reactionary circles 
— that this is a “barter system” — is unsound in terms of the realities of 
modern economies. Money is but a means whereby men may exchange 
value in convenient form, a stream upon which goods and services flow 
from producer to consumer, from country to city, from nation to nation. 
When money is sanctified as something of itself, to be served and not to 
serve, the stream is frozen, goods and services cease to move. Either in- 
ternational cooperation will break up this log-jam, or men will use violence 
to free the movement of the currents. Human need, human values are 


paramount in the final reckoning. 


As Men Think 


LABOR AND RELIGION: Ten 
clergymen are acting in an advisory 
capacity on ethical and moral prob- 
lems in labor-management relations 
with the American Motors Corp. 
The AM board met recently with 
the pastors in attendance and spent 
many hours discussing the social 
and spiritual factors that arise in 
the re-negotiation of labor contracts. 
E. L. Cushman, A. M. Vice-Presi- 
dent in charge of industrial rela- 
tions, reports that the clergymen 
and industrial leaders discussed 
frankly the problems of industry 
and the sins of labor and how these 
conditions may be ameliorated when 
business and labor leadership open 
contract negotiations. 


FREEDOM AND _  LITERA- 
TURE: After a meeting of the Pol- 
ish authors union at Poznan, Polish 
writers have declared publicly that 
literature can flourish only in the 
atmosphere of freedom. According 
to AP observers in Warsaw, the 
writers stated, “We hold that the 
freedom of writing constitutes an 
inseparable element of socialism 
and the cultural development of our 
people.” The Polish writers’ dec- 
laration, while conforming to the 
basic socialist tenets, is a contradic- 
tion of the Communist party thesis 
which demands that Communist 
literature must favorably reflect par- 
ty policy. 


THE ACCIDENT PRONE: Re- 
search scientists are finding that a 
large percentage of those who have 
and /or cause accidents are accident- 
prone because of emotional dis- 
turbances. Research has shown that 
resentments and fears, which pro- 
duce a malajusted personality, at- 
tribute greatly to failure to make 
the quick decisions — which make 
the difference between safety and 
disaster on the highway, in indus- 
try and in the home. Dr. J. H. Hen- 
derson reported to the U. S. Safety 
Council that “People who want to 
get even with somebody or with 
the world, who bear grudges against 
kinsmen or society are dangerous 
at the wheel of a car because their 
impulses are often arrogant and 
over-assertive in that split second 
when they should be moved by 
consideration of the other fellow, 
and by courtesy and restraint. These 
people need to talk to their minister 
or their doctor and create a new 
inter-relationship within themselves. 
Unfortunately thousands of inno- 
cent people are killed or injured 
because of such immaturity.” 


U. S. MILITARY BASES, out- 
side the U. S., totalled 335 in 1957, 
with 1,100,000 military personnel. 
These bases were located in 73 dif- 
ferent countries — in 44 of which 
they engaged in training foreign 
troops. 














